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Jccafioned by a BILL now depending in Par- 
LIAMENT, to repeal the Statute made in the 
firft Year of the Reign of King James I, Inti- 
tuled, 42 againff Conyuration, Witcu- 
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. To prove that the Bible IV. That there is no fuch 
has been falfely tranilated in Thing as a W%rtch in the 
thofe Places which fpeak of Scriptures, and that there 
Witchcraft. is no fuch Thing asa Witch 

I]. That the Opinion of Witches, at all. 

has had ics Foundation in | V. An Anfwer to their Argu- 
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hh Heathen Fables. ments who endeavour to 
That it hath been im- prove there are Witches. 
RB it proved by the Papal Inqui- | VI. How the Opinion of 
Mi, ficors, fecking their own Witches came at firft into 

Hi: private Gain, as alfo to efta- the World. 


blifh the Ufurped Dominion | VII. The Conclufion, 
of their Founder. 
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Nam ut vere loguamur fuperftitio fufa per orbem oppreffit omni- 
um fere animos, atque hominum occupavit imbecillitatem, 
Cic, Lib, 2. de Divinar. 
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is with great Satisfa&tion, that every 
Man of good Underftanding, muft hear 
of the Bill now depending in Parlia- 
ment to repeal an Aét made in the 
Reign of King Fames 1, concerning 
WhtcucrarFt, which, as it before ftood, was a 
Blot in the Statute Book, and ought to be ex- 
punged. Had this been done fooner, it had pre- 
vented many poor Wretches from fuftering great 
"Torments and Miferies, at the Hands of the fu- 
perftitious and ignorant Vulgar; for tho’ no one 
has of late Years been executed on this Account, 
yet it isin the Memory of ‘Thoufands, that the 
Witcnu of Hertford, Fane Wenham, was con- 
demned in the Reign of Queen Anne, and would 
have been executed, if the Judge, who tried her, 
had had no more Senfe than the Jury, who obtti- 
nately perfifted in their Verdiét, tho’ twice fent 
out to confider better of it, by that wife and up- 
right Difpenfer of Juftice, Sir Fohn Powel ; the 
Evidence againft this miferable old Woman was 
likewife pofitive, and two Reverend Gentlemen 
{wore they had atually feen her fly. What is 
there, that fome Sort of Men will not believe ! 
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iv ldothe READER. 


Butit Men can be thus infatuated, it is danger- 
ous for them to have the San&tion of a Law on 
the.r Side. 

Tuc zealons Affertors of Witchraft think it 
no Slander, to charge all thofe who deny It with 
Atheifm: As if the denying of God aid necef- 


farily follow the denying of Witches An Error fo 


grofs, thar it does not cdeferve a Confutation. 
Lhis am f fure of, that the Afarmers of Witch- 
craft, may more juily be accounted Heathens 
than the jenlers of it Aiheif's, as their Opinion 
inters a Pinraluy of Gods, by attriburing omnl- 
potent EficGts ‘to more than one. thefe 
of Witcher: are fo ridiculouhy abfurd, 
and fome of them {fo impoffible for the Devil 
himfelf to compas, that it is apparent, they are 
partly founded in miilaken Interpretation of 
Scripture, partly in the knavith and gainful Im- 
res of ome Men, and partly in the foolifh 
Credulity, end frightful or melancholy Fancies of 
others: Ail which it 1s hoped will be made ap- 
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ON 


WITCHCRAFT, 


CHAP, I. 


That the Bible has been fal/ly tranflated in 
thofe Places which {peak of Witchcraft. 


am) HAT abfolute and unlimited 
Mat Power with which the Eaftern 
Nations were always governed, re- 
quired not only the Force of Arms, 
but the Craft alfo and Tricks of 
Superftition to uphold it : Nor 


indeed were ftanding Armies of greater Ufe 
to the oriental Monarchs, for keeping their 


People in Awe, than Idols were and Prietts, 
B and 


. 
A 
7 
| 
| 
5 
Ao | 
- 
) 
: 


(6) 


and the various Impoftures ufed by them; fo 
various that to enumerate every particular Way of 
Delufion praéticed by the Heathen Priefts of 
Old, would be a very difficult Task to perform. 
Wherefore as it belongs to my prefent Purpofe 
and Defign, to treat of them only fo far as they 
comprehend all that Notion of a Witch, which 
may be found in Scripture: I fhall, in order 
thereto reduce them to thefe four general Heads 
of Fugeling, Inchantivg, Conjuring, and Di- 
Vining. 


Jucciers were fuch as performed ftrange 


Things in the Sight of the Common People, to 
their Admiration and Aftonifhment. ‘This they 
did either by Zezerdemain, that is, Slight of 
Fiand ; or elfe by A/agic, that is, Skill in Natural 
Philofophy ; or lafily, by a Familiar, that is, a 
confederated Perfon privy to the Plot, and Af- 
fiftant to the Performance. — 

INCHANTERS were fuch as with Charms or 
certain Compofures, and fer Forms of Words, 
pretended by Virtue thereof to blefs and to 
curfe, todo good and to do hurt to the Per- 
fons for whom thofe Charms were made. Now 
thefe two Sorts of Impoftors may not impro- 
perly be called, the counterfeit Ad@racle Mdoueers 
of the Heathens, as the other two that follow 
may juitly be called their faife Prophets. 

Conyurers, or Conyectrurcrs (which 1s 
their right Name) fo called from their gueffing 
at the future “Event of Things, made Ufe of 
Rules drawn from their own or other Mens Ob- 
fervations, about the Stars, about the Fowls of 
the Air, abcut the Entrails of facrificed Beatts, 
and about many other Things needlefs here to 
be reckoned up. | 


DiviINERS, 


i 
7 
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Diviners, whom I here call fo by Way of 
Eminence and of Diftinétion, from Conjefurers, 
(not ignorant that divining, taken in a general 
Senfe, comprehends conjeffuring alfo;) Diviners, 
I fay, pretended to a higher and more infallible 
Kind of Prophefy, receiving forfooth, their Re- 
velations from fome Divinity or other; either 
from a God, or from a Demon, or from the Spi- 
rit of a Man departed. 

Tuus did the Heathen Priefts with fubtile 
and fly Inventions, magnify the Power of their 
Idol Gods, and feduce the foolifh People to 
Idolatry. Wherefore thefe Impoftures were fo 
hateful in the Sight of God, that the I/raelites 
are often, in the A#o/aical Law, forewarned from 
them, as being thofe very Abominations, for 
which the Lord did caft their Enemies out of the 
Land which they were to inherit : But above all 
Places the 18th Chapter of Deuterouomy is mott 
remarkable, I mean the gth, roth, r1th and 
12th Verfes of that Chapter, which, in our Eag- 
life 'Tranflation runs thus : 

When thou art come into the Land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee, thou fhalt not learn 
to do after the Abomination of thofe Nations. 

There foall not be found among you any one 
that maketh his Son or his Daughter to pafs 
through the Fire, or that ufeth Divinations, or 
an Obferver of Times, or an Iachanter, or a 
Witch. | 

Or a Charmer, or a Confulter with familiar 
Spirits, or a Wizard, or a Necronancer. 

For all that do thefe Things are an Abomina- 
tion unto the Lord; and becaufe of thefe Abo- 
minations, the Lord thy God fhall drive them 
out from before thee. 


B 2 Now 
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Now this Place in Deuteronomy is therefore 


carefully to be confidered as to my prefent Pur- 
pofe, fince there is not a Word in the Bib/e im- 
porting Witchcraft, in any other Senfe than the 
W ords of the zo and 11th Verfes do: Where- 
fore 1f we confider Things right, Witchcraft is 
not to be found in Scripture, this being the 
true Tranflation of thofe two Verfes. | 

Let there uot be found among you any one that 
maketh bis Sou or his Daughter pafs through 
the Fire, or that ufeth Divinations, or a Star- 
gazer, or a Conjeurer, cv a Miracle Monger. 

Or an Inchauter, crv a Seeker of an Oracle, or 
a Wizard, or a Necromancer. 

Here are to be feen three notorious Miftakes 
of our Tranflators. The firft is their 
calling a Conjeffurer an Inchanter, for what Rea- 
fon I caiinot imagine, there being not the leatt 
Hint of fuch a Signification in the Hebrew Word 
seomaey far better was it rendered in the old 
Tranilation, a Regardey of the flying of Fowls, 
tor that is “iruth ; the Flight of Fowls being but 
one Way of many, which Conjeffurers made Ufe 
of, whereas on the contrary to call.a Conjeéfu- 
ver an Incbanter has no Manner of Agreement 
with, but 1s quite oppofite tothe Meaning of the 
Original: An Inchanter being the fame with a 
Charuer, which follows in the next Verfe, and 
Is in the Hebrew =m, a Word derived from 
“to fpeak, pronounce or declare, and not 
from the fame-Word as it fignifies to jointo, or 
be in League with, from whence fome have ima- 
eined, that an Inchanter 1s one who has a League 
with the Devil. 

Tue fecond Miftake of our Tranflators is, 
their calling a AGracle-Monger a Witch. The 
Hebrew Word is “vra% which the Septuagint ren- 
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‘ders -by the Greek Word meaning an 
‘Impottor, not a Poifoner ; for it is ridiculous to 
Acthink, that Pharaoh’s Magicians, Fezabe] the 


Queen, and King Manaffes, did exercife the 


H Art of Poifoning. Thus in the 18th Chapter of 
Revelations 23d Verfe: The Word 
js neither taken for Witchcraft, nor Poifons, but 


for Impoftures; tho’ our Tranflators have ren- 


§der’d it Witchcraft. Now thefe Mracle-Mon- 
} gers, or Juggling Workers of counterfeit Miracles, 


are therefore fo feverely prohibited in that Law 


tof Mo/es, becaufe they acted ftrange Things in 
{the Sight of the People, to confirm them in falfe 


Religions. Hence it is, that in the Old Tefta- 
ment, where mention is made of [dolatry, you 


fhall frequently meet with and 
| Sooth/ayers coupled together; for the Priefts of 


an Idol would commonly advance its Reputation, 


} by counterfeiting the Gifts of Prophe/ying, and 
working Miracles pretended to be received from 
» that God, to whofe Honour the Idol was ereéted. 


Let not any one think, that for the Performance 
of thefe counterfeit Miracles, they ftood in Need 


| of the Devil’s Affiftance; no, what they did 


either exceeded not the Compafs of human Art, 
altho’ miraculous in the Eyes of the Vulgar, or 
elfe they did not really perform what they feemed 
to do, by a meer juggling Impofture. Such Kind 
of Jugglers were thote that ftood before Pharach 
in Oppofition to Mfes and Aaron. For whofo- 


» ever believes that Pharaoh’s Magi ians could 


by the Help of Devils turn in an Inftant a Stick 
into a Serpent, afcribes unto the Devil an omni- 
potent creating Power, equal to his who did but 
fay, let fuch a ‘Thing be, and it was fo, St. 
Auguftine, 1 confefs feems to endeavour the evad- 
ing this Objection by laying down for a — 
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( 30 ) 
That in the Elements the Seeds of all Bodies lie 
fecretly hid, which, when they meet with con- 


venient Opportunities, put themfelves forth, and — 


rife to the juft Bounds and Figures, due to their 
re{pective Species. From whence he infers, that 
the Devilin turning the Afzgicians Rods into 
Serpents, did not create thofe Serpents, becaufe 
he produced them out of their Seeds: But by St. 
Auftine’s, good Leave, tho’ I fhould grant him 
that the Seed of a Serpent is in a Stick, yet l 
would never grant, that the A¢zgicians could fo 
fuddenly bring forth this Seed into Aétion for 
the Production of a Serpent. It is true, that 
Men by their well ordering the Seeds of Plants, 
may accelerate the Generation of fuch Plants, 
and the ripening of their Fruits. ‘They may alfo 
by putting Eggs into Camels Dung, procure 
the Generation of Chickens. Whereiore it 1s 
probable, that Devils being more skilful 
than Men, may ftrangely promote the Genera- 
tion of feveral Creatures, beyond any human 
Art: But yet neither Men nor Devils, in regard 
they act thefe Things by the Application of 
Matter to Matter, can produce any Creature out 
of its Seed, without a confiderable Space ot ‘Time. 
No, they muft attend the Laws of Matter, and 
wait upon Dame Nature’s Leifure, there being 
many fucceffive Alterations required in Seed, 
before it can come to be the Embryo of a Crea- 
ture, and many alfo mutt aftcrwards follow, be- 
fore that Embryo can arrive at a perfect Shape. 
Now many perceiving how Difficult it is to af- 
firm, that the Magicians Staffs were turned into 
Serpents; they affirm, that it was not really done, 
but feemingly fo,-by a delufive juggling Trick 
of the Devil, who might convey the Stafts away, 
and flip Serpents in their Place, ‘To thefe I an- 

| | {wer, 
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fwer, that if once they recede from the Letter 
of the Text, and fay it was a Juggle of the De- 
vil, I may as well fay, it was a Juggle merely of 
the Magicians themfelves, who did it by their 
fly and fecret Tricks, as the Hebrew Word 
ompos fignifies, which our Tranflators have 
rendered, by their Inchantments. Nor let any 
one wonder, that the Scripture fhould fay, the 
Magicians Stafts were turned into Serpents, in 
regard the Scripture {peaks only according to the 
deceived Apprehenfion of the Standers by. Juft 
fo, in the Cafe of Samuel raifed by the Witch of 
Endor, it {peaks according to the deceived Ap- 
prehenfions of Sau/ and his Followers ; for neitler 
that Woman, nor all the Devils in Hell could 
raife Samuel, who had been dead and buried al- 
moft two Years. As for thofe who fancy, that 
God did then raife Samuel; it is a very likely 
Thing indeed, that God fhould refufe to anfwer 
Saul, when he confulted him in Ways appointed 
by himfelf, and yet fhould Anfwer him when he 
confulted in a torbidden Way. Befides, it Samuel 
had been raifed by God, no doubthe would never 
have faid unto Saul. Why baft thou difquieted me ? 
For it would have been no difquie® nor trouble to 
him, to come upon God’s Eirand. Some there 
are, who will needs have it to be the Devil in 
the likenefs of Samuie/, becaufe Death was 


4 foretold. ‘To this Lanfwer, that it was the Wo- 
4 man herfelf, or a Perfon confederated_ with her, 
| who fpoke it ata Venture, knowing that Saul 
4 was going to fight: But as for the Certainty of 
» his Death, it could not have been foretold by 
» the Devil himfelf. 


Tue third Error of our Tranflators is, their 


: miftaking a Confulter with Oracles or falfe Pro- 


phets, for a Confulter of familiar Spirits: The 
Hebrew 
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Hebrew Words are yyy oy, which Word Ob 
fignifies in Scripture, fometimes the Gift of Ora- 
cliag, and fometimes the Perfon who has fuch 
Gift. It fignifies alfo a Bottie or hollow Veflel, 
and from this Signification, I fuppofe the other 
came; for it 1s certain that Orac/ers, when they 
pronounced their Orac/es, did ufe to counterfeit 
ftrange Kinds of Voices, that they might feem 
not to be human. To this Purpofe it is not un- 
likely, that they made ufe of a Bottle, or Trunk, 
or fome other hollow Veflel, which they {poke 
through, whereby their Voices muft needs be 
very much altered, efpecially if they were in a 
Cave or Room under Ground, when they made 
Anfwers to Enquiries. ‘Thefe Sorts of cheating 
Tricks are plainly alluded to by the Prophet 
I/aiah, in thefe Words ; And thy Voice fhall be as of 
an Oracler out of the Earth, and thy Speech fhall 
peep out of the Duff. Here I fuppofe, the Pro- 
phet chiefly alludes to the Necromantic Oracler, 
or one who pretended to confult with the Dead : 
Who himfelt or his Confederate, did therefore 
counterfeit a Voice like the pieping of a Chicken, 
that it might the more plaufibly feem to be the 
{mall Vo.ce of a poor departed Ghoft. This 
will appear more plainly, it we confider the 19th 
Verfe of the eighth Chapter of I/aiah, according 
to the Tranflation of Jusins and Lermelins, our 
own being hardly Senfe: The Words are thefe, 
For when they fay unto you, ask Counfel of Ora- 
clers and Soothfayers, who peep and mutter ; 


foould not a People ask Counfel of their God? 


foould they ask Counfel of the Dead for the Liv- 
ing ° Now as the Orac/ers, when they pretended 
to receive Anfwers from the Dead, would piep 


like Chickens, fo when they delivered the Mind 


of a God, or a Demon, they counterfeited other 
Tones. 
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Tones. In which Way of Counterfeiting fome 
were fuch excellent Artifts, that they ftood in 
Need of no Inftrument to help them; but could 
fpeak with their Mouths fhut, and their Voice 
would feem to com¢ out of their Bellies, as if they 
had been really poflefs’d with a talking Devil : There 
was a Fellow not long fince in London, a Black- 
fmith, who had this Art to great Perfection, and 
could not only make the Voice feem to come out © 
of his Belly, but from Places at a Diftance from 
where he ftood. ‘Thefe Impoftors by the Greeks 
were called Engaftrimuthians, ee alfo Eury- 
cleans, from one Eurycles, a famous Impoftor of 
this Kind. And, as Plutarch teftifies, thefe 
Engaftrimuthians, or Eurycleans, wete antiently 
called Pythons: Now and 
in Greek renders exa&tly the Hebrew Ob. Thus 
if we take OJ for an Oracler, and the Spirit of 
Oracling, we may very commodioufly with Fu- 
nius and Zremelius, tranflate that Paflage in the 
Chronicles concerning Manaffes, where it is faid 
of him, mu’y six, he made or fet up an Oracle, 
that is, he ordained or appointed Oracles. For 
the Wotd Gauafbah, fignifies to make or finith. 
Wherefore becaufe it would be ridiculous to fay, 
that Manajfes made familiar Spirits ; our Tranf- 
lators have altered the true Signification of Gza/- 
hah, and tranflate it, tho’ erroneoufly, as if it 
fignifed to deal with, affirming that Afznzaffes 
dealt with familiar Spirits. But whofoever feri- 
oufly views and confiders that Place, he will find 
it a mere Defcription of Idolatry, where there is 
Mention of high Places and Groves, and of Al- 


tars dedicated not only to Baa/, but to the whole 


Hoft of Heaven, as alfo of the fetting up a carved 
Image in the very Houfe of God. Wherefore 
it was fuitable to — alfo that Crew of Men, 
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who were fet apart by anaes, to officiate in 
this idolatrous Worfhip, fuch as were various 
Sorts of Oraclers, and Ahiracle-Mongers But how 
Wircues fhould come in here I cannot tell, nor 
how Devils, unlefs it is thought Devils made 
Anfwers at the Heathen Orac/es ; but from that 
I muft beg Leave to diffent, and believe it has 
been fufficiently proved, that they were nothing 
but the Impoftures of Men, on this Subjeét fee 
a very learned and ingenious Paper now publifhed 
called the Weekly Oracle, N° 1. Demofthenes, 
did wifely obferve in his Days, that the De/phian 
Oracle did tiaimzilev, fo 1 am confident if Hifto- 
ry be true, that the Hammonean did 
and all the reft of the cheating Pack did, one 
Way or other, | 


Sea AF. I, 


That the Opinion of Witcues has bad its 
Foundation in Heathen Fables. 


7 sus have I made it appear how falfe 
Prophets and Workers of counterfeit Mi- - 


racles have been miftaken by our Tranflators 
of the. Bible for Wircues and Dealers with fa- 
miliar Spirits ; a Miftake fo grofs, that it ob- 
{cures many ‘Things in the Law of J4o/es, as alfo 
in the Prophets, where there are f{everal Places di- 
reCtly intended againft the Heathen Religion, 
efpecially that of the Hzyptiavs. Now fuch was 
the vain Credulity of Men, that they did not on- 
ly believe thefe Things were reat which the 


Priefts did counterfeit, but they alfo afcribed to 
private 
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private Perfons a Power equal to that of the 
Priefts, or rather beyond it: For not only Men, 
but Women, efpecially old Women have been 
famous for prophefying of Things to come, 
whence they were called Sage, as alfo for won- 
derful and miraculous Exploits, whence they 
were called Lamie or Venefce. ‘They were 
called Lamige chiefly from their Exploits upon 
little Children. For, it feems, according to the 
Fable, there was one Lamia, a beautiful Woman 
in Lybia, whom Fuapiter fell in love with, but 
jealous #uz0 took her Children which fhe had 
by Fupiter and killed them, wherefore fhe, out 
of mere Spite, being grieved at the killing of 
her own Children, ufed to kill the Children of 
other Women. ‘They were called Venefice, be- 
caufe they were wont to make Ufe of Herbs, 
which they fuppofed had ftrange Kind of Vir- 
tues inthem; for with Herbs or Charms they 


always acted. 


Num te carminibus, num te pallentibus herbis, 
Devovit tacito tempore noétius anus ? 


Strange it is to confider how far the Folly of 
Men has proceeded in their Belief concerning 
the Aétions both of Male and Female Witches - 
As if they had Power to transform Men and Wo- 
men into Beafts; as if they could deftroy the 
Fruits of the Earth, and the Fruit of the Womb, 
at their Pleafure ; as if they could raife Winds 
and Tempetts, or allay them, enable or difable 
in Matters venereal ; ina Word, asif they could 
enflave Nature herfelf, and make the Univerfe 
obey the Commands. Examples of this prodi- 
gious Power are fcattered up and down the Ro- 


mait Poets, 1 fhall quote fome few of them out 
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of Virgil, Horace, Ovid, Tibullus, Propertius, 
Lucan. 


Has Herbas, atq; hec ponto mihi leéta venena, 
Ipfe dedit mzris, nafcuntur plurima ponto. 
His ego fepe lupum fieri, & fe condere fylvis 
Marim, fepe animas imis excire fepulchris, 
Atq; fatas alio vidi traducere mefles. 

Virg. Eclo. 6, 


uos hominumex facie, Dea feva potentibus herbis 
Induerat Circe, in vultus ac terga ferarum. 
Virg. lib. 6. Aineia. 


Nefcio quis teneros oculus mihi fafcinat. 


Que movere cereas imagines, 

Ut ipfe nofti curiofus ; & polo 
Deripere lunam vocibus poffum meis, 
Poflum crematos excitare mortuos, 


Defiderig; temperare poculum. 
Horat. ode uit. 


Tila relu€étantem curfu deducere lunam 
Nititur, & tenebris abdere folis equos. 
Illa refrenat aquas, obliquaq; fulmina fiftir, 

Illa loco fylvas vivaq; faxa movet : 
Per tumulos errat, fparfis diftinéta capillis, 
Certaq; de tepidis colligit offa rogis. 
Devovet abfentes fimul achraq; cerea figit, 
Et miferum tennes in jecur urget acus. 


Ovid Epif. Hypfp. 


Stantia concutio cantu freta, nubila pello, 
Nubilaq; induco, ventos abigoq; vocoq; 

| lib. 7. Metamor. 
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Num mea Theffalico languent devota veveno 
Corpora num mifero carmen & herba nocent. 
Sagave punice 4 defixit nomina cera 
Et medium tenues in jecur urget acus 
Carmine lefa ceres fterilem vanefcit in herbam 
Deficiunt lafi Carmine fontis aque ; 
Ilicibus glandes cantataq; vitibus uva, 
Decidit & nullo poma movente fluunt, 
Quid vetat & nervas magicas torpere per artes, 
 Forfitan impatiens fit latus inde meum. 
Ovid 3. Amor. Eleg. 6. 


Cum libet hec trifti depellit nubila ceelo, 
Cum libet zftivo provocat orbe nives, 


Tibul, lib. 1. Eleg. 8. 


Quid credam? Hac eadem noftros fe dixit amores, 
~ Cantibus ant herbis folvere pofle meos. 
Tibul. lib. 1. Eleg. 8. 


Invidiz fuimus ? num nos Deus obruit ? an que 
Le&ta Promethzis dividit herba jugis ? 
Propert, lib. 1. Eleg. 12. 


Ceffavere vices rerum, dilataq; longa 

Hefit noéte dies, legi non paruit Ather ; 
Torpuit & preceps, audito carmine mundus, 
Axibus & rapidis impulfos Jupiter urgens 
Miratur non ire polos ; ‘Tunc omnia complent 
Imbribus & calido producunt nubila Pheebo 
Et tonat ignaro Ceelum Jove. Lucan, lib. 6. 


Turse and many more Inftances of the like 
Kind might be produced out of the Heathen 
Poets, fufficient to teftify the Folly of the vulgar 
Heathens, in their Belief concerning the — 
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of Witcues. As for the Opinions concerning 
Incubi and Succubi Devils, I fuppofe it had its 
Rife from the Fable of the antient Heroes, who, 
as Socrates in Plato’s Cratylus affirms, were be- 
gotten from the Conjunétion of Deities with hu- 
man Creatures ; which Kind of Conjunction who-_ 
foever believes, his Opinion is bafe and fottifh, 
and fit only to be a Cloak for the Adulteries of 
the Heathen Priefts, who often lay with other 
Mens Wives, pretending that the Gods had 
vouchfafed them the Honour of their Company. 
Very remarkable to this Purpofe, is the Story of 
Tyrannus, a Prieft of Satura, who, under this 
Pretence, made Ufe of many a Man’s Wife, ’till 
at laft, one more wife than the reft, difcovered 
the Cheat. In like Manner AfZvadus, a Gentle- 
man of Rome, by the Help of the Priefts belong- 
ing to the Temple of J/s, enjoyed his Pleafure 
on Paulina, a Roman Lady, who miftook him for 
the God Anubis. 
-NEVERTHELESs, let noone think that the in- 
genious Poets did themfelves, or any other of the 
wifer Sort of Heathens, believe fuch ridiculous 
and abfurd Fopperies; for, on the contrary, 


when they fpeak their own Minds, and not ac- 


cording to the Fable, or vulgar Opinion, they 
laugh thefe Abfurdities to Scorn: Thus Pro- 
pertius derides them. 


At vos deduétz quibus eft fallacia lune, 
Et labor in magicis facra piare focis ; 

Enagedum domine mentem convertite noftre 
Et facite illa meo palleat ore magis : 

Tunc ego crediderim vobis, & fydera & amnes 
Pofle Cytamis ducere carminibus. 

ig Propert. lib. 1. Eleg. 
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Ovid alfo is of the fame Mind, and gives no Cre- 
dit to thefe Cheats. 


Nec vos graminibus nec mifto credite fucco, 
Nec tentate nocens virus amantis equz ; 
Nec media marfis finduntur cantibus angues, | 
Nec redit in fontes unda fupina fuos ; 7 
Et quamvis aliquis Temefxa removerit zra, 


Nunquam Luna fuis excutietur equis. 
Ovid de Mediam facrei. 


Fallitur zmonias fi quis decurrit ad artes, 
Datq; quod a tener! fronte revellit equi, 
Non facient ut vivat amor Medeides herbz, 
Mixtaq; cum magicis merfa venena fonis. 

Ovid lib. 2. de Arte dmand. 


Quid te Phafiace juverunt gramina terre 
Cum cupere patria Colchi manere Domo? 
Quid tibi profuerint Circe Perfeides herbz 
"Cum tibi Neritias abftulit aura rates. 
Ovid lib, 1. de Remed. amor. 


Ergo quifquis opem noftra tibi pofcis ab arte, 
Deme veneficlis carminibus fidem. Thid. 


But Horace excellently, and like himfelf, lays it 
down as a Mark or Sion of one’s Proficiency in 
moral Philofophy, if he had learned to defpife 
and laugh at thefe Kind of Fables : 


Somnia, terrores magicos, miracula, fagas, 
Noécturnos Lemures, portentaq; Theflala rides? 
Hor. Epift. alt. 
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In like Manner Sezeca reproving the credit- 
lous Simplicity of elder Times, fhews what Opi- 
nion he himfelf was of : And I might inftance 
in other of the Anticnts, as in Hippocrates and 
Lucian, the one deriding the other, ferioufly dif- 
puting againft magic Cheats: But I fhall con- 
conclude with the Judgment of Nero the Empe- 
ror, who had Wit cnough, who had Men, Books, 
Money, I had almoft faid the World at his 
Command, fo that he could want no Helps 
to promote his Defires. ‘This Nero, ambitious 
of being Chief in oe Thing, efpecially defi- 
ring to command the Gods as well as Men, did, 
in order thereto, eagerly apply himfelf to the 
Study of Magic, which, after his utmoft Endea- 
vours, he forfook and defpifed, finding it to 


be vain, and to promife that which it cannot 


perform. 


CHAP. II. 
That it hath been improved by the Papal 


Inquifitors, feeking their own private 
Gain, as alfo to eftablifh the ufurped Do- 
minion of their Founder. 


OW any one would think that thefe 
Kind of Heathenifh Fables and Follies, 
although they took Root in the Minds of the 
Chriftian Vulgar, fhould never have been affent~ 
ed to by thofe who account themfelves Rabbi’s 
and Doctors of the People ; yet, I am aflured, 
that there is hardly any Thing which I have 


quoted out of the Poets that has not been de- 
clared 
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clared true by the Inquifition, and by Canon 
Law: As any one may fee, who will take the 


@ ~ Pains to confult feveral Popifh Writings ; fuch 


as the Bull of Pope Innocent the Eight, directed 
to the Inquifitors of Almaine, the Malleus Male- 

carum of Facobus Spreagerus, the Formicarium 
of Fohannes Niderius, as allo Bartholomeus 
Spineus de Strigibus, Paulus Grillandus de Sor= 
tilegiis, and, to mention no more, A@artin Del- 
rio the Jefuit’s Di/quifitiones Magice, who has 
written largely on this Subje&. 

Nor have they been content to affert the Fa- 
bles of the Heathens only, without the Addition 
of many more of their cwn; for they confidently 
aflert, chat Wirrcures make a Contra& with the 
Devil, wherein they renounce their Baptifm, and 
the Chriftian Faith; as alfo that they engage to 


flight and defpife the Virgin Mary, to trample ~ 


upon the Sign of the Crofs, Images, and Reliques 
of Saints, Holy Water, Salt, Wax-Candles, and 
other Things, which thefe Men efteemed hal- 
lowed in their Church; to undervalue what they 
call the feven Sacraments, and particularly not 
to adore the confecrated Hoft. They alfo en- 
gage to be ready, as they tell us, at ail Times to 
make their Appearance at the folemn Conven- 
ticles of Witches, where they Dance and Feaft, 
and adore the Devil, who is prefent among them. 
Which mad Kind of Revelling, no doubr, as 
Cardan has well obferved, is grounded on the 
antient Heathen Orgia. ‘To thefe Conventicles 
the Witches are faid to come from far diftant 
Countries, being carried thro’ the Air, for which 


3 ftrange Paflage, they prepare their Bodies with 
») I know not what Kind of Ointment; but I fup- 


pofe it to be made of the fame Ingredients, as 


x that was, which turned Lucian into an Afs. 
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Nor muft we doubt the Truth of thefe Things, 
which the /o/y Inguifition has in feveral Countries 


at feveral Trials of Witches found to be true, as . 


well from the Teftimony of Witnefles, as alfo 
from the felf Confeffion of Delinquents. 

‘Now becaufe the Inquifitors of heretical Pra- 
vity, for fo they are ftiled, have been pleafed to 
fend thefe ‘Things into the World, it may not be 
amifs, nor befide our prefent Purpofe, to en- 
quire into the Inquifitors themfelves. ‘The firft 
Time that I can learn any Account of them in 
Hiftory, is in the Days of A¢zximus, who con- 
tended with Zheodofius for the Empire: Tho’ 
I confefs an Inguiftion was then only intended, 
not brought to effect. This Maximus was the 
firft who put Heretics to Death, namely Pri/cilian 
and his Partners, by the Perfuafion of one Itha- 


cius, and if it had not been for St. A@Zzrtin, he 


would have fent ‘Tribunes into Spaiv, with 
Power to enquire or fearch for Heretics, and 
to take away their Lives and Goods. In Procefs 
of ‘Time, Charlemain, who was crowned Em- 


peror in the eight hundredth Year after Chrift, 


did by his Laws or Capitulars, declare the Bi- 
fhop of Rome to be the Head of the Church. 
Thefe Laws were therefore called Capitular, be- 
caufe they were little Heads or Chapters ex- 
tracted out of the antient Fathers and Councils : 
Neverthelefs all thofe Capitulars, which con- 
cerned the Roman Siypremacy, were extracted out 
of counterfeit Authors, ‘hat cheat being put upon 
him by the Bifhops of AfZxtz. About three hun- 
dred Years afterwards, in the Year 1122, the 
Emperor Henry V. was forced to refign his Power 
ot Electing and invefted Bithops, with the Staff 
and King into the Hands of the Church; of 
which the Romaa Bithop, being their publickly 

acknow- 
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acknowledged and declared Head, did by this 
Means obtain a greater Empire and Power, than 
ever the Roman Czfars had. ‘This being per- 
ceived by the German Emperors, there was al- 
moft perpetually War and Contention between 
them and the Bifhops of Rome; but efpecially 
Frederick Il. who flourifked in the beginning of 
the 13th Century, fpent moft of his Reign, and 
his utmoft Endeavours, to take down the Church 
from over-topping the Empire: Neverthelefs, it 
was in his Reign, that the Roman Bifhops did 
notably provide, for the Security of their exor- 
bitant Power. Then it was, that Frederick ll, 
when he was at Padua, made thofe unhappy 
Laws, whereby Heretics, as they were called, 
were liable to the Punifhment of Death ; of which 
Laws the Popes made very great Advantages. 
Then it was, that Gregory 1X, advanced the Au- 
thority of Canon, or Pontifical Law, by compo- 
fing the Decretals, with the Help of his Chap- 
lain Raymund. Laftly, Then it was, that the 
Order of Dominican and Franci/can Fryars were 
founded, to whom was committed the Inquifition 
after Heretics. 

Now thefe Monks at their firft fetting up 
for Inguifitors, as Father Pau/ has obferved, in 
his Hiftory of the Inguiftiow, had no Tribunal 


© or Court of their own, but did only preach, and 


ftir up Princes and People, engaging them into 
Crufadoes againft Heretics, by fewing a Piece of 
red Cloth, in the Form of a Crofs, upon their 
Garments: But Inaocent the 1Vth, who began 


a his Pontificate about the latter End of Frederick 
~ the Second’s Reign, obferving the notable Zeal of 
+ thefe Fryars, thought good to ere€t a Tribunal for 


them, that fo they themfelyes might proceed to 


the ‘L'rial of Heretics. ‘Lo bring this about, he 
D 2 had 
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B, 
had a fair Opportunity upon the Death of Fredee 
vick, by Reafon of the Vacancy that then hap- 
pened in the Empire for many Years, For now 
having no Emperor to control him in Jta/y, he 
took the Confidence to impofe the Jzguiftion 
upon three feveral Provinces, viz, Lombardia, 


Romanicla and Marchia Tervifina. There are 


extant feveral Bulls written by Innocent IV, to 
the Magittrates of thofe Countries : One where 
he fets down the forementioned Laws of Frede- 
rick againft Heretics Word for Word, and com- 
mands them to be ftriétly obferved : Nor can I 
blame him, for holding his Ecclefiaitical Empire, 
upon no other ‘Title than the Pretence of Rell 
gion. Io be a Heretic muft needs be the fame 
‘Thing to-him, and his Succeffors, as to be a Trai- 
tor 1s to Temporal Princes. ‘There is another 


Bull of his, wherein he enjoins the Magiftrates — 


of the aforefaid Countries to obferve feveral Ar- 
ticles or Conftitutions relating to the Ingui/ition ; 
in which Articles, among other Things, he or- 
dains, that the Inguifitors {hall have their Charges 
defrayed out of the Goods of the Perfons con- 
demned ; and this Way of fatisfying the Inqui- 
fitors, he ordains in another peculiar Bull for that 
Purpofe. Hence it came to pafs, that when the 
Inguifition had got footing in many Kingdoms 
and Countries, an incredible Number of People 
were frequently tormented and burnt for the 
Crime of Witcucrarr; which they had fo 
twifted with Herefy, or the Denial of pontifical 
Authority, that in feeking out Witches, in tor- 
menting and putting them to Death, they did at 
once gratify, as well the Ambition and ufurped 
Power of their Lord the Pope, and their own in- 


fatiable Covetoufnefs, and Thirft after other 


Mens Goods. Jn the Year 1518, the Inquifitors 
put 
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put to Death a great many Inchanters, whom 
they had .found out, as they pretended, in the 
Venetian Territories: Where fuch was the Ex- 
tortion and Covetoufnefs in their Proceedings, 
that the Country rofe up againft them, and the 
Council afterwards at Venice, was fain to fend 
for thefe Inquifitors to enquire into their Proceed- 
ings ; yet do what they could, the enraged Peo- 

le were hardly to be appeafed. In the fame 
Tun, I fuppofe it was, that upon the like Occa- 
fion of the Countries rifing againft an Inquifitor, 
and carrying him to the Bifhop, A/ciat, a famous 
civil Lawyer, gave his ingenious Anfwer to the 
Bifhop, who asked his Advice therein, as may 
be feen in A/ciat’s Parerga, where he hand- 
fomely defcribes the vain and monftrous Credu- 
lity of fome Divines, in this Queftion of WitcH- 
crAFT. Nicholaus Remigius, a Lorrain Judge, 
confeiies, that in the Time of his Judicature, in 
the {pace of fixteen Years, there were about 


many more that efcaped, either by timely run- 
ning away, or by a conftant enduring the Tor- 
ture. Ina Word, after the founding the Domi- 
nican and Francifcan Fryars, and the fetting u 

an Office of Ivquiftion, the World grew fo full 
of Devils and Witches, that I am prone to affent 
to the Judgment .of Cardan, who, handling this 
Bufinefs of Witches and Witch-finders, obferved 
it to be full of Covetonfnefs and Folly, as any 
one may read in his Book, de Varietate Rerum. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Arguments to prove, that there is no [uch 
Lhing as a WiTCH inthe Scripture, and 
Arguments to prove, that there is no 


fuch Thing as a Wttcx at all. 


WD Y this Time methinks it plainly appears, 
out of the preceeding Difcourfe, that the 
pene ofa Witch, asit is taken now a Days, 

as no Foundation at all in Scripture ; but had its 
Original, or firft Rife, out of the bheathenifh 
Fables, and was afterwards improved by papal 
Impoftures. Neverthelefs to give farther Satis- 
fa€tion, I fhall produce fome Arguments to prove, 
firft, Vhat a Witch is not to be found in Scrip- 
ture: Secondly, ‘That there is no fuch Thing as 
a Witch av all. | 

Tue firft Argument fhall be taken from the 
Difference between our vulgarly reputed Witches, 
and thofe which our Tranflators of the Bible call 
fo; for whom I pray do our Tranflators call 
Witches, but the Kings and Queens and Princes 
of the Earth, as alfo the Priefts and Philofophers, 
and wife Men of this World ? Whereas the 
Witches now a Days are — filly, contempt- 
ible People; for inftead of King Adznaffes, and 
Queen Fefabel, we now hear talk of this old 
Gammar, and that old Goody. It feems, the 
Kingdom of Darknefs is quite altered in its Po- 
litics, and the Devil is not fo wife as fome Men 
make him, if this Opinion of Wircucrarr 
be true. | 
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Tue fecond Argument fhall be taken from the 
Sadduces, a famous Seé&t among the Fes, who 
denied Spirits, and the Refurre€tion of the Dead ; 
et had the five Books of A#/es in Efteem and 
%. Regard: Wherefore either they did not under- 
: ftand Hebrew, or if they did, the Notion of 
Witchcraft does not appear in A4o/es: And if this 
be otice granted, I fuppofe the other Parts of the 
Bible wall eafily follow: But perhaps it may be 
objected, that the Sadduces were a Se& after 
the Captivity, which kept the f#ews fo long in 
Babylon, that they forgot their own Tongue ; 
and that the Fews after their Return into fa- 
dea, {poke not the Hebrew, but the vulgar Sy- 
j rian. 'Tothis I anfwer, That when the Se& of 
 Sadduces took its beginning is uncertain, and 
™ «that however, the common People did forget the 
= old Hebrew, yet the Priefts did always preferve 
| *% its Knowledge. Now that Priefts themfelves 
‘ were Sadduces is manifeft, for even the High 
Prieft Jofeph Hyrcanus, wasone of that Sect, as 

Jofephus teftifies. 

q Tue third and laft Argument fhall be taken 
the different Praétices afcribed to our vul- 
arly fuppofed Witches, and unto thofe in our 
of the Bible: For our modern Witches 
) ® = practife a fecret occult Art, and it isa great Art 
. ® to difcover them by feveral ftrange Signs and 
horrid Tortures: But thofe whom our Tranf- 
lators call Witches in the Bible, where fuch as 
L = opraétifed what they did openly, and in the Face 
| oof the World, public Profeffions of their 
™ Art, which was, as I have already made appear, | 
the counterfeit Art of Prophecying and working 
Miracles, But alas! had it been this mifterious 
+ Art of contracting with the Devil, and of ufing 
*) his Power, the Proteflors whereof are fo clandeftine 
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in their Ways, that they can hardly be difeos 
vered by various Scrutinies and Inquiries; how 
impoffible a Thing had it been, for Szu/ to turn 
them all out of J/rae/, as we read he did, 1 Sam. 
xxvlil. This 1am fure of, a Proclamation now 
a Days fet out to that Purpofe, would avail 
nothing, and only ferve to move the Laughter 
of thofe who ftood by to hear it. 
Ir then there be no fuch Thing as a Witch in 
Scripture, I fhall make ufe of that as the firft 
_ Argument, to prove, that there is no fuch [Thing 
asa Witch at all. Nor let any one that abounds 
with Words, and his own Senfe, immediately 
cry out; then there is no fuch River as Zhames, 
there is no fuch Country as America, if filence in 
Scripture ferves for an Argument. A Man may 
make fuch Inftances from Morning to Night, and 
make a great Noife to no Purpofe; and if there 
were no Difference between thofe Things which 
lie quite befides the Scope of the Scriptures No- 
tice, and thofe Ihings which if they be true, 
the Scriptures could not be filent of, without the 
Charge of Imperfection. Let any one but read 
‘ the Law of Mo/es, and then ferioufly confider, 
\ why it fhould be fo fevere againft inceftuous and 
beaftial Concubinage, and not fo much as mention 
L. Diabolical. ‘The Jews were forbid to meddle 
{ with ftrange Women of other Nations, and fhould 
there be no Caution given againft their meddling 
i with ftrange Creatures, ss it were of another 
i World? Mark how curious the Law is in Mat- 
| ters of Uncleannefs, and fhall an ordinary run- 
ning Iffue be fo much talk’d of, and no Mention 
made of eats running with Blood and fuck’d | 
by Devils? Laft/y, That Law which by its Years 4 
of Jubilee, and feveral other Conftitutions, pro- 
vided more againit Oppreffion and Cruelty than 
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any other Law in the World; that Law which 
fo detefted the Murther of Men, that it made 
them merciful to their Neighbours Beafts ; (I 
fay that Law) could never pafs over in Silence 
the cruel and abominable A€tions of Witches 
againft both Man and Beaft. Without queftion 
it would have inflicted upon them the fevereft 
Punifhments ; and for the Difcovery of their fe- 
cret and devilifh Contraéts, it would have laid 
down fufficient Marks for Trial ; efpecially fince. 
in a far lefs Matter of Adultery, it made Ufe of a 
that horrible and amazing Trial by the bitter 
Water which caufed the Enrfe. 

Secondly, Largue from the miferable Poverty 
of our vulgar reputed Witches, that they are 
wrongfully accufed : For 1am not willing to be- 
lieve, that they have fuch a Power with the Devil, 
as to make him do wonderful Things at their 
command, when they never command him to im | 
fetch them Money, and to fetch them Bread ; | , 
indeed in the Night-time he carries them I know 
not whither, and there they meet with great Va= | 
riety of imaginary Mirth and Feafting. Now 
» fuch as their Feaft is, fo is their Wrtcucrart, 
| 4% not real but imaginary, as only exifting in the ~ 
. foolifh Fancies of Men. 

& In the third Place, I charge thofe who obfti- 

| 9% nately maintain that there are Witches either 
with Irrationality or Impiety ; for it is irrati- 


onal to think that the Devils are Creatures 
full of Malice, and breathing nothing but 
Mifchief againft the whole Race of Man, and ) 
that they fuffer a Man to live, when they can 
fo eafily kill us at the Command of a Witch - | 
But if you evade this by faying, that Devils can- 
not hurt us without God’s Permiffion ; then, I 
» fay, it is impious to concern the great God with 
WitcHe- 
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Wircucrart. It is true, indeed, he may fend 
Death and Difeafes amongft the Sons of Men, 
to punifh them for their Sins at his own: Plea~ 
fure ; but that he fhould do fo at the Defire of 
the Devil, upon the Command of a Witch, is 
fuch a Gratification of Malice, as is far from God 
to perform. Ca/vin, in his Sermons on the two 
firft Chapters of Fob, takes a great deal of Pains 
to explode this Opinion of God’s Permiffion, 
and fhews by feveral Examples of Ab/olam, A- 
hab and Nebuchadnezzar, that God does not 
barely permit, but orders and determines the 
Actions of Devils and wicked Men ; affirming, 
that if Afles could fpeak, they would {peak wi- 
fer than thofe Men who talk of God’s permit- 
ting: Nor will he grant, that God afflicted 
ob upon Satan’s Requeft, but becaufe he him- 

felf had fo determined to try ¥ob’s Patience. 
Laftly, The Vanity and Falfity of their Opi- 
nion, who belicve there are Witches, appears 
from nothing more than from this, that it afcribes 
unto the Devil an omnipotent Power ; infomuch 
that no rational Man, by the Light of Reafon, 
fhall be able to tell from the Hiftory of the 
Gofpel, whether Chrift was a Witch or no; for 
let fome Men think what they pleafe, the Holi- 
nefs of his Do€&trine is not fo much a Proof of 
his a€ting by Divine Power as the Miracles he 
wrought.. But alas ! what were his Miracles, or 
how were they to valued, if malicious Creatures, 
without a Divine Commiffion enabling them there- 
to, can make Frogs and Serpents, raife the Dead, 
ive Law to the Winds and Seas ; to mention no 
more of thofe prodigious Works afcribed to De~« 
vils, upon the Account of WuitcurcrarT ? 
For my Part, I believe that Devils are aerial 
Creatures ; and though they may have more Skill, 
Agility, 
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Agility, and Strength than Men, yet that they 
aft as Men do, by applying of natural Agents 
and Patients to one another in this fublunary 


~ World: Butas for the World Atherial and Ce- 


leftial, I fuppofe they have no Power there ; 
confequently, that in Spight of them the Wind 
bloweth where it lifteth, and that the Seafons of 
the Year, as alfo the Fruits of the Earth, are 
neither promoted nor hindered by them, but im- 
mediately depend upon the Motions and mu- 
tual Afpects of the glorious Ceeleftial Stars that 
are no Way obnoxious to Diabolical Powers : 
They who think otherwife, let them confider 
how near they approach to the Opinion of the 
Perfians, who held there were two great Beings ; 
both Almighty, both at mutual and perpetual 
War; one, the Author of all Good, the other, 
of all Evil: The good Principle they called Oro- 
ma/fdes, and the evil one Arimanius. OF the 
fame Opinion were the Egyptians, as appears 
by Ofris and Zyphon; from them Pythagoras con- 
veyed itto Greece. Ina Word, the whole Hea- 
then World feems to have been infected with 
this Conceit, believing infernal as well as fuper- 
nal Gods ; and therefore they had Sacrifices, as 
well to appeafe the Anger, and to avert the 
Mifchiefs of the one, as to propitiate and pro- 
cure the Bleffings of the other. Nor can thofe 
Chriftians be excufed from the fame Infection, 
who upon the Account of WrrcucrarrT, attri- 
bute Omnipotency to the Devil ; for what lefs 
do they believe concerning the Prince of the De- 
vils, and of his Power > If, according to them, 
he can command the Influence of the Sun, and 
govern the Motion of the Stars ; if he can open 
the Bowels of the Earth, and caufe the Va-~ 
pours to afcend in Clouds into the Middle Re- 
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ion of the Air, and thence again defcend upon 
the Earth in Thunder and Lightning, and violent 
Storms; 1 he can transform Men and Women 
into Cats, and if he can create Frogs and Ser- 

pents 
Wuereror_e I conclude, it was a very feafon- 
able Decree made by the Council of Ancyra, more 
antient than the Nicene Council; wherein they 
declared, to all Chriftians, the Heathenifhnefs of 
this Belief and Opinion: Their Words are thefe: 
“* Illud etiam non eft omittendum, quod quo- 
“* dam fcelerate mulieres retro poft fatanam con- 
verfe, dezmonum illufionibus & phantafmati- 
“* bus feducte, credunt & profitentur, fe noc- 
“ turnis horis, cum Diana Paganorum Dea, vel 
“cum Herodiade, & innumera multitudine mu- 
lierum, cquitare fuper quafdam beftias, & 
multa terrarum fpatia intempefte no€tis 
“ tio pertranfire, ejufgq; juffionibus velut Do- 
ming cbedire, & certis no€iibus ad ejus fer- 
<¢ vitium evocari: Sed untinam he fole in fua 
“© perfidia periifient, & non multos fecum in in- 
fidelitatis interitum pertraxiflent: Nam in- 
numer: multitudo hac falfa Opinione decep- 
“© ta, hec vera eile credit, & credendo a recta 
‘s fide deviat, & In errcre Paganorum revolvi- 
“tur, cum aliquid divinitatis aut numminis ex- 
tra unum Deum arbitratur. Quapropter fa- 
*‘ cerdotos per Ecclefias fibi commiflas, populo 
“omni inflantia predicare debent, ut noverint 
“ hee cmnimodis efle falfa, & non a Divino 
** fed a maligno fpiritu talia phantafmata, men- 
tibus fidelium irrogari. Siquidem ipfe Sata- 
“< nus gui transfigurat fe in Angelum lucis, cum 
mentem cujuiq; muliercule ceperit, & hanc 
fibi per infidelitatem fubjugaverit, illico 
transformat in diyerfarum perfonarum fpe- 
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cies atq; fimitudines, & mentem quam capti- 
vam tenet in fomnis deludens, modo lzta, mo- 
do triftia, modo cognitas, modo incognitas per- 
fonas oftendens, per devia quaq; deducit. Et 
cum folus fpiritus hoc patitur, Infidelis mens 
hoc non in animo, fed in corpore opinatur eve- 
nire. Quis enim non in fomnis & noé€turnis 
vifionibus extra fe educitur, & multa videt 
dormiendo, que nunquam viderat vigilando. 
Quis vero tam ftultus & hebes eft, qui hec om- 
nia quz in folo fpiritu funt, etiam in corpore 
accidere arbitretur; cum Ezechiel Propheta 
vifionis Domini in fpiritu, non in corpore, vi- 
dit ? Et Johannes Apoftolus Apocalypfis, Sa- 
cramentum in fpiritu, non in corpore, vidit, 
& audivit, ficut ipfi dicit, ftatim inquit fui in 
{fpiritu. Et Paulus non audet dicere fe rap- 
tum incorpore. Omnibus itaq; publicé an- 
nunciandum eft, quod qui talia & his fimilia 
credit, fidem perdit ; & qui fidem rectam in 
Domino non habet, hic non eft ejus, fed illius 
in quem credit, id eft, Diaboli. Nam de Do- 
mino noftro fcriptum eft, Omnia per ipfum 
fagta funt. Quifquis ergo credit pofle fieri 
aliquam creaturam, aut in melius, aut in dete- 
rius immutari, aut transformari in aliam fpe- 
ciem vel fimilitudinem, nifi ab ipfo Creatore 
qui omnia fecit, & per quem omnia fa¢ta funtr, 

rocul dubio infidelis eft, & Pagano deterior ’’. 


It is true, indeed, the Pontifical Authors makea 
great Stir in their Anfwers to this Decree of the 
Aacyran Council; fometimes endeavouring to 
evade its Force with their abfurd Interpreta- 
tions, fometimes to throw Dhrt into the Face of 
the Council, as if it was not to be regarded : 
But A/ciat, in his Parerga ingenioufly confefles, 
that in thefe Anfwers, Nec Celum, nec Terram 
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attingunt, they had neither Head nor Tail. And, 
which is more to be wondered at, Afurtin De/l- 
rio, the Jefuit is in this Point fo ingenuous as to 
diffent from Baronius, who judges that this Coun- 
cil was held at Rome under Damafcus, in the 
Days of St. Hierom : Delrio, for fundry Reafons, 
believing it to have been really held at Ancyra,’ 
the Metropolis of ‘Galatia, according to the com- 
mon Affertion of thofe who colle&ted the antient 

Canons. 
Now this Decree of the Avcyran Council 
was the more feafonable, in regard that a little 
before, Manes or Manicheus, had {pread abroad 
the Chriftian World, that old Heathenifh Doc- 
trine of the two Principles, one of Good, and 
the other of Evil; and it is remarkable, that 
Witches and Manicheans are coupled together, 
by the Emperors Dioclefian and Maximian, in 
their Refcript to Fulian the Proconful of Afri- 
ca, de Maleficis §§ Manicheis, as it is cited out 
of the Gregorian Code by Rufinus in his Colla- 
tion of the Fewi/b with the Roman Laws. A- 
bout 100 Years after, and fomewhat more, Pri/- 
cilian and his Followers did, ina great Mea- 
fure, embrace the Doétrine of A@aznes ; info- 
much, that in the Year 563, there was a Coun- 
cil held at Bracara,a Town of Gallicia in Spaia, 
againit the Prifcilianifis. In the Decrees of 
this Council, J/Zanes and Prifcilian are frequent- 
ly joined together, for their foolifh Conceits con- 
cerning the Power of the Devil or evil Principle, 
but efpecially they have one Decree very confi- 
derable to our prefent Purpofe, wherein they 
anathematize all thofe who believe that the De- 
vil can make any Creature, or fo much as raife 
Storms and Tempefts, by his own Authority or 
Power. ‘The Words are thefe: Si quis —; 
quod 
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quod aliquantas in mundo creaturas Diabolus 
fecerit, &8 tonitrua, & fulgura, & tempeftates, 
ficcites, ipfe Diabolus autoritate faciat, 
ficut Prifcilianus dixit, Anathema fit > Where- 
fore if the Devil cannot raife Thunder and Light 
ning and Tempefts by his own Power, he did no 
more in the Cafe:of Fob, than Fliah, or any 
mortal Man may do, when he receives a Com- 
miffion from God. Hence lL infer, that the Doc- 
trine of Wrirtcucrart, magnifying the Diabo- 
lical Power beyond its due Proportion, favours 
too rankly of Pri/cilian and Manes, and the 
Heathen World. 


CHAP. V. 


An Anfwer to their Arguments, who en- 
deavour to prove there are WITCHES. 


what thefé Men can fay for themfelves, 
who fo obftinately maintain there are Witches > 
For they being’ on the affirmative Part, are bound 
by the Laws of Difputation, to prove what they 
affirm ; and it is fufficient for their Adverfaries 
to confute their Proofs: But alafs! thefe Men 
are generally Ignorant of the Hiftory of Ages 
that are gone and paft, and of the Scriptures alfo, 
as to what concerns the Queftion in hand: 
Wherefore they are wont to wave Arguments, 
and to cry out, this is 2 Queftion not to be dif- 
puted on, in regard it isa Matter of Faé&, and 
confequently the Object of Senfe, not of Reafon. 
Thus when they are got to their Caftle of De- 
fence, they makea great Noife, and cry out = 

the 
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the unreafonablenefs of thofe Men, who will not 


believe what fo many worfhipful Perfons in the 
World have heard and feen. . And what is that 
I pray? Why they have heard Trumpets found, 
and Drums beat, when neither Trumpeter nor 
Drummer have been near the Place. ‘They have 
feen Chairs and Stools move up ard down a 
Room, when No-body touch’d them, and many 
other Things as ftrange. Thus will they tell 
Stories of this Nature from Morning to Night 
if you pleafe, though when they have done, they 
fay nothing to the Purpofe. For fuppofe, that 
all thefe Stories were unqueftionably true, yet 
they would not fuffice to prove WitcucrarT: 
I confefs indeed, they would evince the Being 
of Spirits, which fome Men will not deny, tho’ 
they cannot believe it, for it is one Thing to 
doubt, and another to deny: But how do the 
Affirmers of Wircucrarr go about to prove, 
that any Man or Woman 1s interefted in the de- 
vilifh Pranks above-mentioned? Why truly by 
telling fuch Stories as thefe ; namely, that Per- 
fons tormented by Devils have falling into Fits, 
at the Sight, or upon the Touch of fufpe&ted 
Witches: As alfo, that Perfons thus tormented, 
have feen the fufpected Witches in this or that 
Place of the Room, where No-body elfe could 
fee any Thing at all; that the Standers-by have 
ftruck with Swords and Knives at the Places 
where the Witches were {aid to be, and the be- 
witched Perfons have cried out ; that the Witches 
were wounded in fuch and fuch Parts of their 
Bodies, tho’ their Bodies were then many Miles 
diftant; and that fome immediately, going to 
their Habirations to fee, have found it true. 

Now here it is to be obferved, that thefe 


Kind of Stories are very different from thofe 
which 
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which I faid before did evince to fome People tho 
Being of Spirits, and are founded partly in the 
juggling Delufions of confederated Impottors, 
partly again in the Errors or ridiculous Miftakes 
of vulgar Rumours: Juft as it was once confi- 
dently reported, that the City of Lendca was at- 
tempted to be a fecond Time burnt with a Fire- 
Ball, when a poor Link-Boy by knocking his 
Link, had left Part of its Flames blazing at a 
Door. Neverthelefs, that I may not be too ftri& 
with my Adverfaries, and to do them a Courtefy 
merely for the Difputation fake, I care not if lL 
grant, that fome of thefe Stories are true, namely, 
that there have been Perfons vexed by Devils at 
the Sight, or upon the Touch ot fufpeéted 
Witches, and quiet when they were parted; for 
tho’ I fhould grant this, I fee no Reafon yet to 
grant, that there are Witches, but rather to con- 
clude, that thefe Spirits, who are fo frolickfome 
in doing us Mifchief, when they perceive Per- 
fons fufpe&ted to have fet them at Work, may 
on Purpofe fo manage their malicious ‘Tricks, as 
to confirm the Sufpicion, promote the Accufa- 
tion, procure the Condlinecion of thefe mifer- 
able Wretches, and then may count this the 
Cream of their malicious Jeits, or the Height of 
their Frolick, to tee poor innocent People hang’d. 
Now this Anfwer of mine, altho’ it be needlefs, 
and ex abundanti, is tar more eafie and uncon- 
ftrained, than any ‘Thing that the contrary Opi- 
nion fhall anfwer to thofe Objections, which may 
be made againft that abfurd and ridiculous Con- 
ceit of wounding the Bodies ot Witches at many 
Miles Diftance. 
AGAIN, they are wont to fay for the Proof: of 
WuitrcucxaFt, that immediately upon thi, 


Threatning or Curfing, ufed by this or that Per- 
F fon 
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fon, fuch an Accident has happened to the Per- 
fon fo threatened or curfed. ‘Thofe Men would 
do well to confider, that this World has ftood 


many thoufand Years, and is of vaft Extent, 


containing many Countries and Nations full of 
Men, and with divers Interefts and Paffions; 
wherefore 1t 1s not to be wondered at, if there 
has happened in it a notable Concurrence of 
Events. It is certain, that poor old People when 
they are abufed by the infulting Petulancy of 
others, being unable to right themfelves either at 
Law, or at Combat, for Want of Money or 
Strength of Body, do oftentimes vent the Paffion 
of their difcontented Souls in Threats and Curfes. 
It is alfo certain, that many Men troubled with 
Difeafes of the Head, or Difeafes of the Heart, 
cdo feem to be in perfect Health, and yet fall 
down dead cn a fudden. Now if thefe two Acci- 
dents fhould meet together, I fhould fee nothing 
but what is natural, nor fhould I cry out upon 
the Devil and Wircucrarr. 

Bur methinks I hear fome Men obje&, and 
fay witha great deal of Vehemence and Conf- 
dence; what need there be any Difpute about 
thefe Stories, fince Perfons them{felves have con- 
fefied their own Wrrcernerarr? And can there 
be any Thing plainer than Self-Confeffion. 

Yo this I aniwer, that the wifeit Men in the 
World, may by Imprifonment and Torture be 


~ brought to confefs any ‘Thing, whether true or 


falfe; as many miferable Creatures confeffing 
themfelves Witches, have had their Confeffions 
extorted from them, by fuch curfed Means: 
Pefides, I do not doubt, but fome poor, filly, 
melanchelic old Wretches have really believed 
themfelves Witches, and to be Guilty of thofe 
Actions, which not only their foolith — 
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but Men of Credit and Worfhip in the World 
have charged them with. Nor is it to be won- 
dered at by any one who confiders the ftrange 
Effects of Melancholy, efpecially if it has been 
heightened by Poverty or Want of good Diet, 
by Ignorance, Solitarinefs, and old Age: For that 
fuch Kind of People take their very Dreams to 
be-real Vifions and Truths, I am fure, not on'y 
by Confequences drawn trom their Actions re- 
ported in Books; but by the Experience alfo of 
my own Acquaintance. The Truth is Want of 
Knowledge in the Art of Phyfic, makes Men at- 
tribute to Spirits mere natural Diftempers: Nay, 
Phyficians themfelves, who have commendably 
laboured in Anatomy and Chymiftry, perhaps 
have added little or nothing to the Diagnottic Part 
of Difeafes fo happily began by Avppocrates - 
Hence it is, that we are itll in the Dark, as to 
the abftrufer Diftempers of human Bodies, efpe- 
cially fuch as arife trom Melancholy ; which are 
of fo many Sorts, and have fuch wonderful 
Effe&ts, that whofoever fhould rightly defcribe 
them, and make them plainly manifeft, he would 
difcover to us an unknown World tull of unheard 
of and prodigious Monfters. 

Tuus I have fufficiently anfwered the moft 
material Objections, not thinking 1t worth while 
to infift upon every Trifle, fuch as this is. Why, 
fome Men will fay, Do yeu not believe That 
which fo many thoufand wife Men in the World 
have believed? Surely they could not all be de- 
ceived: By fuch a Queftion as this a Man pro- 
claims his own Folly ; for are not the various 
Religions that have been in the World, more 
than enough to convince onc, how abfurd and 
ridiculous the wifeft of Men are in Matters of 


Opinion or Belief. 
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How the Opinion of WITCHES came at firft 
into the World, 


Y this Time methinks I cannot chufe but 

wonder at the {preading of this foolifh Opi- 
nion amongft Men, and its taking Root in their 
Minds : But then again, I ceafe to wonder when 
I confider with myfelf, that fome Men are 
Knaves, others Fools, and that all Men have Fear 
implanted in them by Nature, fear the very 
ftrongeft of all Paffions ; for altho’ it is an im- 
pious Saying and Irrational, that Fear was the firft 
‘Thing which brought Gods into the World, yet 
1am apt to believe, it firft of all brought in thefe 
omnipotent Devils, that contract with Witches: 
For melancholic Perfons being exceeding timo- 
rous by Nature, and of exceeding ftrong Ima- 
ginations, upen feeing or hearing of any fright- 
ful Thing, they are very prone to troublefome 
Dreams, and apt to create ftrange Apparitions 
in their own Brains ; which Dreams and Appari- 
tions, no Man inthe World fhall perfuade them to 
the contrary, but that they are real Truths, efpe- 
cially it their Melancholy be exceflive, and bor- 
der upon Madnefs: Add hereto, that other Men 
not addiéted to Melancholy, may upon fundry 
Occafions meet with Apparitions ; namely, fome- 
times when they are Sick of Fevers, fometimes 
when their Minds have been poflefled, and their 


{Imaginations wrought upon by frightful Stories ; 


and fometimes again, when their Eyes being 
weak, they walk ina thick Air towards Evening 
- by 
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by the Water Side. Not to mention thofe Dif- 
turbances which may arife in Mens Fancies from 
an inordinate Diet, either Quantity or Quality, 
and from fundry other Irregularities, it being 
eafy for a Man to be troubled with the Night- 
Mare before he fhall be able to get found afleep, 
if he goes into a cold Bed, when his Body is 
ftiff with Cold. 
~ Now that thefe and many other like Occa- 
fions did oftentimes prefent Apparitions to Men, 
was well enough known to thofe who governed 
the antient World, efpecially the Eaftern Parts 
thereof, for they were wife Politicans; iamous in 
their Generations, and very well experienced in 
the Nature of Man: Wherefore knowing how 
furious and head-ftrong a Beaft the Multitude 
is, not to be dealt with, unlefs you come, as it 
were on their blind Side, that is, unlefs you 
take them by the weakeft Part, and lay hold on 
their Paffion of Fear; I fay, knowing this, they 
promoted thefe Fears of the People, and im- 
proved them for the Defigns of Government. 
Hence it came to pafs, that whatfover was ex- 
traordinary in Nature, and apt to attonifh, they 
afcribed to thefe Apparitions or Spirits: Name- 
ly, in the ftarry Heavens, the Eclipfes of the 
Sun and Moon, Thunder and Lightning in the 
Clouds, peftilential Seafons, and Seafons of Fa- 
mine here below, and alfo the moft hideous Dif- 
eafes, whether they were ftrange kind of Iu- 
mors in the Body, or Convulfion Fits, or feveral 
Sorts of Madnefs, and the like: For the reme- 
dying of which difaftrous Accidents, and the 
taking away of their malignant Effects, maiy 
Charms or Spells were ordained, many exorci- 
fing or conjuring Prayers were invented ; In a 


Word, many religious Rites and Ceremonies of 
Worthip 
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Worfhip were inftituted, with a World of Va- 
riety and Fancy. The Fgyptiaus, that antient 
and wife People, the very Fathers of Learning, 
had a Refpeét to thefe Kinds of Spirits in their 
public Worfhip, as may be gathered from P/u- 
tarch in his Treatife concerning the Decay of 
Oracles, where he brings in this Confideration of 
their religious Rites, as a probable Argument 
that they were the firft Opiners of Demons ; I 
mean, the firft that brought in the Opinion of 
the Exittence of Devils. 

In Procefs of Time thefe Actions of the Priefts, 
and grand Poiiticlans of the World, began to 
be imitated by private Perfons, not only Men, 
but Women alfo, fuch as fhe who dwelt: at Ku- 
dor ; what will not fome attempt to do, when 
a neceffitous Poverty torments them with a 
eteedy Defire of Gain? Thefe kind of fhirking 
People, a Generation of impudent Liars, Moun- 
tebanks in Divinity and Phyfic, have all along 
peftered the Ages in which they lived. Hippo- 
érates treating ices or the Falling Sick- 
nefs, has excellently well defcribed the knavith 
impoftures of fome in his Time, who to cloak 
their Ignorance of that Difeafe, pretended it 
came immediately from the Hand of God, and 
therefore was to be cured with certain Expia- 
tions and Charms. ‘Thefe Men, he fays, had no- 
thing but God in their Mouths, and yet, not- 
withitanding this Holinefs, they bafely deluded 
the People with Magick Cheats; fo alfo did 
the Heathen Divines, I mean their pretended Phi- 
lofophers, Men full of Words and Beards, who 
for the Love of Gain, and a Croud of Difciples, 
would frequently make fhew of I know not what 
fublime Kind of Knowledge and intimate Ac- 


quaintance with the Deity, by Virtue whereof 
they 


Mh 
/ 
4 
| 
‘ 


( 43 ) 


they would undertake to charm and exercife 
the evil Spirits. Lucian, in his Dialogue, enti- 
tuled dacldsus, Lovers of Lies, makes very 
good Sport with thefe Kind of Knaves. 

Now when Hunger and Covetoufnefs had en- 
gaged private Perfons in fuch Kind of A€tions as 
the Priefts were engaged in, out of Policy, they 
could not endure to fee their Office invaded, and 
therefore did declare to the World, that all fuchas 
invaded facred Things, contrary to the due Rites 
and Ceremonies of Religion, were fo far from any 
Communion with the Gods, that they were ra- 
ther abandoned by them, and expofed to the 
Society of evil Spirits; by which Converfation 
they became full of Malice, and all Sorts of 
Vice and Mifchief, like the Devils, with whom 
they converfed ; for that this was the Affertion 
of the antient Cha/de@an Priefts, is evident in 
that Treatife of famblichus, which treats of the 
Mitteries of the Keyptians, Chaldeans and Af- 
fyrians. And thus, I tt I have given 
a true Account of the Rife and Origin of 
WITCHCRAFT. 

Bur howfoever this Opinion of Witches might 
probably take its firft Rife in the Eaftern Parts, 
it quickly alfo came into the Weft, and there 
at length it very much prevailed, by Reafon of 
the Piaionic Phiiofophers: For thefe Men be- 
ing addicted to fabling and allegorizing, be- 
came fo vain as to turn, by an over-weening Cre- 
dulity, their Fables and Metaphors into Reality. 
I confefs this Doétrine of theirs, that Knowledge 
and. Virtue are the two Things which purity 
the Soul of Man, and bring it into a Godlike 
Perfection, is Praife-worthy : Asal fo on the con- 
trary, that Vice and Ignorance corrupt Men with 
a Diabolical and Beftial Pravity : Neverthelefs 

tis 


af 


*tis not to be endured, that fuch Similitudes 
as thefe fhould be the Ground of afferting fome 
Mens Vilions and frequent Conferences with the 
Gods, other Mens Affociations and Confederacy 
with Devils: For my Part, I can fee no Dit- 
ference between the Actions of the Philofophi- 
cal Heathen Priefts, and the Magician or Witch, 
but only this, that the one had Law or Au- 
thority on his Side, the other had not. ‘This 
is fo maniieft, that Valentinian and Valery 
though Chriftian Emperors were fain to gra- 
tify the greater Part of their Subjeéts, be- 
ing Heathens, by making a Law wherein they 
did vindicate the Religion of their Ancef- 
tors, that 1s, the Heathen, from the foul Af 
perfion of Witchcraft. ‘This Law may be found 
in the Zheodofian Code, though it is left out in 
that of Fu/tinian. 

In a Word, whofoever fhall read the P/z- 
tonic Writings, he fhall find them full of con- 
fident Difcourfe about that which they did not 
underftand, concerning the Gods, Dzmons, and 
Spirits of Men: Much do they talk of a Fami- 
liar Spirit which every Man hath, calling it fome- 
times the é im&@-, fometimes ¢ cuvey, fometimes 
the 6 eanyes nuas Auuor. Nor is it to be won- 
dered at, if Chriftian Authors have too much 
exceeded on fuch Subjects ; in regard ’tis 
well enough known- how much the Primitive 
Chriftians admired the Platonic Se&. Nor is 


it unlikely, that in their frequent Exorcifings 


and Conjurations, they did but imitate the 
Platonics, who themfelves did therein but tread 
the Steps of the antient Egyptian Priefts: A- 
mongit whom it was ufual to conjure the De- 
vils with itrange kind of Threats, namely, that 


it they would not do as the Priefts would have 
| them, 
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them, they would threaten to tear the Heaven§ 
afunder, and to reveal the Secret of J/s, with 
other ‘Threats of the like Nature ; as may be feen 
in the aforefaid Treatife of Famblicus. 


CHAP. VIL. 
Th CONCLUSION. 


HUS I have in the firft Place fhewn that 
there is no fuch Thing as a Witch in 
Scripture. Secozdly, That it took its Beginning 
from Heathen Fables. Zhird/y, That i: was at- 
terwards improved by Papal Impoftures. In the 
fourth Place, I have produced feveral Arguments 
againit the Affirmers of Wrecucrartr. Fifthly, 
I have anfwered their Arguments to the con- 
trary. sSixthly and Jaffly, 1 have endeavoured to 
fhew by what Means this Opinion of Witches 
came into the World ; all which I have handled 
fuccin&tly, pointing as it were at the Heads of 
Things, and leaving it to fome abler Pen, to 
handle the Queftion more at large: A Thing 
which is very ufeful to be done; for if the 

Doétrine of Wrrceucrart fhould be carried u 
to a Heighth, and the Inquifition after it fhould 
be entrufted in the Hands of ambitions, cove- 
tous and malicious Men, it would prove of 
far more fatal Confequence to the Lives and 
Safety of Mankind, than that antient Hea- 
thenifh Cuftom of facrificing Men to Idol 
Gods ; infomuch, that was it not for the pre- 
fent Interpofition of the Legiflative Power, we 
fhould have ftood in need of another Hercules 
G Liberator, 
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Liberator, to have travelled from Country to | 
Country, and by his all-commanding Authority, 
free it- from the bafe and evil Cuftom of tortur- 
ing People to confefs themfelves Witches, and 
then burning them after fuch extorted Confeffions. 
Happy for many poor Wretches in Great Bri- 
tain, that they may now live without the Ap- 
prehenfions of thofe Tortures, which, in Coun- 
tries of lefs Freedom and more Ignorance, are 
{till exercifed in the moft ftupid and cruel Man- 
ner: As a Proof of which I fhall beg Leave to 
tranicrioe a Paragraph from an * ingenious Paper 
J have already mentioned, the Authors of 
which fay it was taken from the Daily Courant 
of September the 6th, 1728. ) 

Terrers from Segedia in Hungary of the 
« 26th of Fuly, import, that feveral Perfons of 
both Sexes, convi€ted of Witchcraft, have 
«© been condemned to be burnt there: but be- 
** tore they were executed, they put them upon 

*‘ the two following Trials, according to the 

«© Cuitom of the Country ; the firft was to tle 

s their Hands and Feet and throw them into 

‘© the Water, who, as Sorcerers ufed to do, 

«© fwam above Water like a Piece of Wood ; 
’ «© after which they were put into Scales, when 
. *¢ it appeared that a large Woman weighed but 
“an Ounce; and her Husband, who was fome- 

« what lefs, but five Drams, and the others 

*« were {till lighter, whereupon they were burnt 

** alive the 23d of rhe faid Month, upon three 

“« large Heaps of Wood, having Pofts fet up in 

*¢ the Middle, to which thofe miferable Wretches 

* were tied. ‘There was among them a Mid- 


* The Weckly Oracle or Univerfal Library, N ° 62. | 
wife 
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— 
‘¢ wife who had baptized two thoufand Children 
‘in the Name of the Devil; and a Man of 
« eighty-two Years, who was formerly a Judge 
<¢ of that Town. 

Certainty the Blood of Men ought not to 
be fo cheap, nor fo eafily to be fhed, by fuch 
who under the Name of God, gratify exorbi- 
tant Paffions and felfifh Ends ; for without Quef- 
tion, under this fide Heaven, there is nothing 
fo facred as the Life of Man, for the Prefervation 
whereof all Policies or Forms of Government, all 
Laws and Magiftrates, are moft efpecially or- 
dained ; and herein is the Goodnefs and Wifdom 
of our prefent Legiflators fhewn. 
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